re steak, less 


idenly education is in the lime- 
Of course, it has always re- 
ed a measure of support in the 
s of Congress, but now some are 
ly disturbed about the state of 
mas far as education is con- 
J. What helped Russia make 
nendous strides during the 
de? Education, of course. 
‘we must apply ourselves 
th e same cause in order to 
hie ve better results. 
here’s one redeeming feature 
all this, and that is the fact 
‘more and more are waking up 
he truth that in modern society 
on is basic. ; 
he church we aren’t quite sure 
> validity of such an assertion. 
at Billy Graham. Even those 
Jo not like him because he “is 
g in on our market” must ad- 
t he is a force of the first 
1s sion. in church life. But a 
f his story reminds us that 
1odic efforts lack perma- 
its. As great a man as 
Bushnell faced that prob- 
— ae and decided that 
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Number 1 


pablum, needed for 


word “Mesopotamia” or by reciting 
the alphabet (he could preach to 
30,000 without amplifiers), and Ed- 
wards discovered that evangelism 
has an appeal to emotions which is 
legitimate. 

He had to admit that human na- 
ture is in the last resort determined 
by affections, that the Christian gos- 
pel is best described by love. But 
he also learned that after the Great 
Awakening had passed there was 
a terrible breakdown in morale be- 
cause there had been little, if any, 
efforts at Christian education. With- 
out that all our numerical successes 
today will be like a balloon, easily 
punctured. 

How to keep the two in proper 
balance? That is one of the major 
problems in Christian education to- 
day, and every congregation ought 
to spend an hour or two asking it- 
self whether the Sunday school has 
been reaching out in every direc- 
tion. Does it practice an oblique 


_ type of segregation so that those 


children who must first be ‘“de- 
loused” are not really welcome or 
that the children from fancy homes 
are overlooked? 
Is Your Congregation Doing This? 
I purposely said, “Is your congre- 
gation doing this?” This is not the 
task of a few teachers or a Commit- 
tee on Parish Education, this a task 
not even of the church. It is simply 
the nature of the church, that is, 


any group that is not concerned . 


about Christian education ought to 


ask itself whether it is a church or © 
a lodge. 


pS ok ea 

By Dr. William D. Streng, Profes- 
sor of Christian Education at Wart- 
burg Theological Seminary, Du- 
buque, Iowa. 


The church exists first and fore- 
most for God, and all within it are 
charged with communicating the 
gospel. No member of the congre- 
gation can shake off this responsi- 
bility. In fact, until members take 
this seriously, our Sunday school 
teachers can talk until they are 
blue in the face and not be effective, 
for the background out of which 
the child comes, the discussion and 
conversation in the home, the at- 


mosphere of congregational life and | 


worship, will determine to a great 
degree whether the Sunday school 
will be effective in its efforts. 
These are basic issues, acute in 
our day. Because of our emphasis 
on organization, and because we 
need administration of a superior 
type, we have also given the im- 
pression that the teaching ministry 
is limited to a few. 
In one area the church today has 
rediscovered a vital doctrine, name- 
ly, that God is sovereign over all 
the aspects of our life. One look 
at curricular materials of the last 
decade offers ample support of this 


assertion. We ought to be grateful © 


for this emphasis and support it 
wholeheartedly. If God claims the 
whole of man’s life, then our teach- 
ing must deal with it all. 

God. permits no lines to be drawn 
between sacred and secular. The 
Christian life does not call us a- 
way from the sordid and filthy areas 
so that we can withdraw for perma- 


nent meditation, but it reminds us— 


that to love God means to love the © 


man in the gutter also. Assuming 
that many teachers and parents have 
as much difficulty with this prin- 
ciple as I do, it is certain that we 


have made only a beginning in this 


area. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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News and Notes | 
a ee 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF EVANGELISM PROGRAM 


Los Angeles — January 21-25. 


Speakers: T. S. Liefield, G. H. Muedeking, L. M. Schliesser, Jr., Edward Sage- 
biel, F. M. Norstad, Joel Dobbe, E. H. Schalkhauser, A. R. Gornitzka, Myrus 


Knutson, Joseph Knutson 
Madison, Wis. — Jan. 28- February 1, 


Speakers: 


Carl Fr. Wisloff of Norway, Luthard Gjerde, Donald Hansen, Edw. 


Sagebiel, F. M. Norstad, G. S. Thompson, M. C. Hagedorn, Walter Kloetzli, 


Joel Dobbe, E. H. Schalkhauser, 
Anderson, George Aus. 


A. R. Gornitzka, Gordon Huffman, Oscar 


These conferences are arranged by the ELC, but the speakers’ list indicates 
that the conferences attempt to attract all Lutherans, especially those of the 


three merging bodies. 


Be SS Eo 


Pastor Ejvind Nielsen, Westby, 
Mont., fell from the roof of the par- 
sonage recently and broke a leg. He 
was trying to get some snow from the 
roof. 


‘Hutchinson, Minn., Main Street Lu- 
-_ theran Church, Edward A. Hansen, 
_ pastor, has changed its name to Faith 
_ Lutheran Church. 


. Easton, Calif. Pastor Edwin Svend- 
sen, student service pastor in Texas 
has accepted a call to the church at 
_ Easton. He will succeed Pastor O. V. 
_ Magnussen who moves to Petaluma, 
Calif. after Jan. 18. The congregation 
é __ observed it 70th anniversary Dec. 7. 
_ The Women of the Church are divided 
into seven circles, one morning circle, 
three afternoon and three evening 


~ 
cl 


circles. 

eS. Pastor Franklin Highby has accept- 
ed the call to become the pastor at 
the Cherokee Indian Mission at Oaks, 
_ Oklahoma. Pastor Highby expects to 


= move to Oaks on March 1, 1959. 
= 


a. " 


Pastor Mark Thomsen has taken 
es over a position as theological instructor 
hes Barakin Ladi at the Theological 
College of Northern Nigeria. He will 
os represent the Lutheran Church at this 
ne Union Seminary of Reformed church- 


: es. His address is T.C.N.N. care of 
Ye 
a 


 +United Evangelical Lutheran Church 


—s« Otto -H. Stave, Business Manager. Subscri 
ay AN poet eotaiuink’ to piaere Veep Extitorial 
_ _Everything pertaining e Youth Department should be sent to sen, 
rate of $2.00 per year is offered Bible classes and organizations of the chunk: seshoear ta te a 
‘-year if the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran in every home—Ohurch Paper in Ev 


bey 


* 


ie of address, advertisemen 


and all communicati 
Blair, Nebr. When CHANGE OF ADDRBSS is 


ae 
_ THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
won Te » published 
: weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


Gindri Training Center, S.U.N. Bara- 
kin Ladi, Via Jos, Nigeria, West Africa. 


A LETTER 
Dear Mr. Editor, 


Thank you, thank you, thank you 
for the “Scrip Sundry” article of 
Oct. 20, 1958. For years I’ve wondered 
why I couldn’t sing the hymns to 
sound the way I wanted them too. 
Now I know the answer, and it’s all 
so clear. 


I cannot read music and go along 
strictly by “ear” and I’ve just never 
been able to reach some of those high 
notes, but it never occurred to me 
that the entire hymn could be dropped 
to a lower pitch. 


I hope our music director reads 
your column. Whatever we can do 
to encourage more men to sing loud- 
er I’m for it and he should be. 


Thank you again, 
Wilbur M. Miller, Jr. 
No. Hlywd, Calif. 


OHIO BOARD APPROVES NUNS 
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The Ohio State Board of Education 
announced in Columbus, O. that it 
would be governed by an opinion of 


ligious News Service, 


desired give old as well as new ad 


teachers “violates the basic doc 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
and the 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


tion price: United States and Canada, $3.00 


‘Depart 


News 


year in ad ; nN co 
ment, news items and books to be vet tf should be Sent. ta gee or 
N. Plum St., Northfield, Minn. 
no motes are pans to one a 
ery Home Plan. Is, 33 
ions pertaining to the Business Department should be sent ee ee 


ligious garb while 
public schools. 


Protests against the practice of « 
ploying garbed nuns by public s 
boards had been lodged by a num 
of Protestant organizations in 


state. a 


Among them was the Clevela 1 
Ministerial Association, which deplox 
ed “the inroads of Roman Catholi 
into public education” and added 
employment of nuns as public s 


of the separation of Church and S te 


Elliott E. Meyers, State Board | 
Education president, said the boa 
would abide by the opinion of St 
Attorney General William Saxbe. 
said that “in employment of teachel 
we are only concerned with thes 
training and certification.” 5 


: 
= 
i 


ployed by some public school sy 
in Ohio due to the shortage of 
teachers. Their employment was | 
ed legal in 1933 by the then 
general, John. W. Bricker. 


SAYS CLERGYMEN CAN 
PROFIT FROM RELIGIOUS __ 
JOURNALIST’S TECHNIQUES — 


By using plain langua 
statement and a conversationa 
in his preaching and writing, eve# 
minister ought to become a “religior 
journalist,” members of a seminar 
religious journalism in Nashville, Te 
nessee were told. od 


Dr. James E. Sellers, assistai 
of Nashville’s Vanderbilt Uni 
Divinity School, warned, howev 
ministers can go too far in be 
journalists. € 

“We can fall victim to the fallac 
he said, “that good communicat: 
techniques and devices are the sar 
as good communication.” 


He told the seminar, sponso 
The Nashville Tennessean, dai 


niques may be substitutes 


(Continued on page | 
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ditorials and Comments 


= A SCRAPPY NEW YEAR 


One of our editorial colleagues sent us a Christmas greet- 
; and wished us a “scrappy” New Year. We really hope 
Ss may be able to live up to this, that is, we hope The 
sear Lutheran may be a bit more “scrappy” than pre- 
} sly, The danger in our present day religious atmos- 
fe is that we become smug and easy going. We like 
onform with the rest of the people. We do not want 
tick our neck out on anything. 
ur Lord Jesus Christ once said he did not come to 
peace but war. The peace Christ brings is always 
ed by conflict, inner conflict in the soul, when it 
les in agony before God. 
ist came to set us free from death and the power of 
vil. How can any one think that this process is only 
- and soothing. 


€w evenings ago we were called to the police station 
man, who said he was in trouble. When we got there 
arned that the man was not arrested, he had gone 
station to use the telephone. He asked if we could 
because it was something subversive. We got into 
r and he asked if we could go to my home. I said no, 
ter go and talk at my office at the church. No 
he did not hear that, for as we drove along the main 
he asked me, “Where are you taking me?” I said, 
© to the church. There we can talk in private.” 


en cried out, “Let me out, I can see you do not 


e had the police find time. and I learned that he 
eadly scared. He was scared of me, when-I said we 
going to the church. His mind was slightly deranged, 


h communists were after him. He had a bus ticket 
aX peay consented to go on to his destination. 


He did not understand reality. People today re- 
see what is real, so they either delude themselves 
easy going superficial attitude or they deny that 
is wrong. They are like the false prophets of 
) ery peace, peace, and there is no peace. 

ading the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the young 
Lutheran pastor, who was hung by Hitler in 1945, 
that he was much inspired by the Old Testament. 
ned to obey and follow by reading the O. T. proph- 


e been studying the O. T. with a group of eager 
past three years. We have not neglected to 
_ th redemption in Christ, but the redeemed must 
the cross in every day life. And the prophets in 
". are tremendous in showing how to do this. They 
rappy” in the very best sense. 

nuch religion is just sentiment, it does not touch 
it is not “scrappy.” It is like soothing syrup. 
is the stuff that Christ will spew out of his mouth. 
strange that no one ever gets excited about anything 
when we touch on opinions. You may recall we 
1 argument last summer about youth work. We 


eeion, and the argument started. We were told 


' and then preach it full again, 
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SHOULD WE PREACH THE CHURCH EMPTY? 


Somewhere we have read that a Christian leader said 
to a young pastor: First preach the church empty, then 
preach it full. He meant that the pastor who rightly divided 
the Word of God would disturb people. They would hear 
but they would not like it, and then they would stay away. 
But the Holy Spirit would not leave them in peace. They 
would become seekers and then come back to hear again. 


We got to think of this when we read a report of an ad- 
dress by Dr. Philip S. Dybvig, director of ELC’s home. 
mission work. He described America’s current spiritual 
condition as a millieu of “do-goodism” stemming from 
a humanistic, unchristian zeal for religion. He further 
stated that while no generation of clergymen has~ been 
privileged to speak to as many people as today’s preach- 
ers, Americans are “largely ignorant” of the meaning of 
true Christian righteousness. 


“We are trying to work our own righteousness,” he said. 
“The idea of trying to save ourselves by our own good 
works includes even going to church, giving, praying and 
having devotions in the home as some of the best ‘good 
works.’ ” 


Dr. Dybvig cited recent surveys which revealed that while = 
nine out of ten Americans claim to pray daily, not more ; 
than five per cent admitted they ever prayed for the for- 
giveness of their sins. “Why should they,” he asked, “any- 
more than the Pharisee who thanked God that he was not 
as other men?” 


Noting a “correlation” between the increase in church — 
membership and the rise of alcoholism, divorce and crime, le 
Dr. Dybvig described many Aredipene as “harrassed and 
helpless.” He said, “Many are filled with fear, some with 
despair, Lives around us are empty and meaningless.” 


“Whoever points out that we live in a time when more 
people go to church and more people go to jail than ever 
before shold also point out that both these results spring © oe) 
from a common cause,” Dr. Dybvig asserted, stressing. that 
such do not stand in a cause-and-effect relationship to each 
other. 


When many people come to church it increases the pas 


tor’s opportunity. But he must not comfort where comfort a 
is not needed. He must not “sell” the gospel too cheaply. _ 
It is true that Christ died for all, and that he wants to. - 


forgive all, but he only forgives the man who feels hss 2 i 
need of forgiveness. He did not forgive the pharisee who 2 7 
came to pray, but the publican who said, Be graciaus to > -« as 
me a sinner. 


It is also true that Jesus asked people, who were for- m 
given, to go and sin no more and come and follow him. - ; 

This means that the Christian life is a life of obedience. 

We know that the value of money has been inflated. We 
do not get as much for the dollar as we got ten, twenty or 
thirty years ago. Therefore prices go up. 


Is it the same in today’s spiritual world? Have we ites + a t 
flated the whole thing? We don’t get what we aim to eet ] 
because often our message is inflated. 


Do we need some deflation to get the proper perspective es 
again? - 


; ste 
This is what we mean by preaching the church empty 
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Church News from here and there 


38,606 PROTESTANT MISSIONARIES 
SERVING ABROAD 

A total number of 38,606 Protestant 
missionaries are serving in countries 
around the world, it was reported at 
the ninth annual assembly in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. of the National Council 
of Churches’ Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

This figure represents an increase 
of 300 per cent over the number in 
1903 and 50 per cent over that for 
1936. Of the 38,606 total, nearly 11,000 
are supported by missionary agencies 
of the 44 denominations affiliated with 
the NCC division. 

The report was prepared by Dr. 
Frank W. Price, a long-time mission- 
ary expert, and Miss Clara E. Orr, 
both of the Missionary Research Li- 
brary in New York. 

It showed that Protestant foreign 
missionary agencies in North America 
received in 1957 nearly $150,000,000 
in support of their work overseas—an 
increase of 11 per cent over 1955, the 
last year this total was reported. The 
figure indicates a per capita giving 
of $2.34 for every church member in 
1957. 

According to the study, the largest 
missionary force is still in southern, 
southeast and east Asia, including 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon. 

Japan now has the greatest num- 
ber of North American missionary so- 
cieties with a total of 97, while India 
- is a close second with 95. Next comes 
Taiwan (Formosa) with 52 agencies, 
compared to two before the last war. 
In the tiny area of Hong Kong, there 
are 46 mission organizations. 

The report said the most notable in- 
crease has been in sub-Sahara Africa 
where the percentage of all American 
missionaries has risen from 23.8 per 
cent in 1952 to 31.87 per cent in 1958. 

It cautioned, however, that within 
a few years “the tides of nationalism 
and independence on the great conti- 
nent of Africa may affect the number 
of American missionaries accepted.” 

“An increasing number of mission 
boards,” the report noted, “are think- 
ing of their workers now not as mis- 
sionaries in the old sense but as fel- 
low-workers with the churchmen and 
churchwomen in the so-called young- 
er Churches.” These churches are in- 
digenous Christian bodies formed with- 


in the last few years in Asia and 
Africa. 


TENNESSEE BAPTIST WOMEN 
AGAINST SCHOOL SEGREGATION 
Only one out of five Baptist women 
in East Tennessee favors racial inte- 
gration in public schools, according 
to a survey conducted by two profes- 


sors of Carson-Newman College 
(Southern Baptist at Jefferson City, 
Tennessee. 

Directing the survey were the Rev. 
Herbert J. Miles, professor of sociol- 
ogy, and Ray F. Koonce, associate 
professor of psychology. 

Of 1,152 questionnaires sent to lead- 
ing church women, 613 were returned 
completed. 

The survey showed that the great 
majority of the women neither smoke 
nor drink. While strongly against 
dancing, four times as many prefer 
Baptist college-sponsored dances to 
church-sponsored ones. Four out of 
five are tithers, giving at least 10 
per cent of their incomes to churches 
and charities. 

While 93 per cent of the women 
surveyed would oppose the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s joining the ecu- 
menical movement, 41 per cent of 
them approve Baptist churches accept- 
ing into fellowship persons from other 
denominations if they have been bap- 
tized by immersion. 

Half of the women surveyed say 
it’s all right for Baptists to take part 
in an observance of the Lord’s Supper 
in other than Baptist churches. ~ 

Four out of five believe Baptist stu- 
dents should attend their denomina- 
tional colleges “when circumstances 
permit,” but only 13 per-cent say they 
should attend Baptist schools “under 
all circumstances.” 

The survey also showed that more 
than one-half of the women do not 
belong to a civic or community club 
where they live. 

Most of the women who replied 
were between 30 and 49 years of age. 
Eighty-four per cent of them grew 
up in communities of less than 2,500 
population or in open country areas. 
Their education averaged 11.9 years 
of public school. 


peace a alee si aE ee I ND. 
A NEW DOGMA ABOUT THE 
VIRGIN MARY 

Cardinal Tisserant recently stated at 
the Mariological congress at Lourdes 
that he wished the theologians’ work 
would develop a new dogma about 
Mary’s part in the universal atone- 
ment, 

The cardinal stated that the work 
of the congress will be published in 
the international Marian academy. 
After this the true part of the mother 
of God in the act of redemption will 
be fully recognized. 

The Roman church can add all the 
doctrines and ideas to its faith that 
it wants to. It is not bound by Scrip- 
ture. It will be interesting to see if 
Pope John XXIII is as interested in 
the worship of Mary as the former 
pope. 
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POPE BIDS CATHOLICS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS 4 
VATICAN CITY—Pope John XXP 
said Catholics should take an activ 
part in politics and it is the “righ 
and duty” of the Church to give ther 
moral guidance in such activities. 
The Pontiff spoke at an audienc 
to delegates attending the ninth né 
tional meeting of the Union of Italie 
Catholic Lawyers. ; 
He cautioned meanwhile that whi! 
differences of opinion may exist 
mong Catholics in regard to mere: 
political questions, there should } 
unanimity concerning matters of si 
cial and religious interest. 3 
Pope John said Catholics engage 
in working for identical spiritual - 
social purposes should always do 
in a spirit of mutual understandir 
He said that if such efforts are 
be successful, it is obvious that ¢ 
internal discord must be eliminat; 
and a common united stand taken i 
stead. > 
At all times, he added, the eccles 
astical hierarchy has the right as 
duty to call upon the faithful, in t 
interest of souls, to defend the Chui 
and Christian principles.” . 


10 MOST SIGNIFICANT RELIGIO" 
NEWS STORIES OF YEAR PICK 


NEW YORK, Dec. 27—The death 
Pope Pius XII and the election 2% 
coronation of Pope John XXIII cos 
bined to create the outstanding - 
ligious news story of the year, ¢ 
ligious newscaster declared today. 
In his weekly “Church World Ney 
religious newscast, carried over nes 
ly 100 radio stations in the Uni 
States, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, Pue 
Rico and the Virgin Islands, Richai 
T. Sutcliffe announced his hia 
nual list of the ten most significa 
religious news stories of the yeart 
Sutcliffe’s 1958 selections: 
1. Death of Pope Pius XII and el 
XN ‘ : 
tion and coronation of Pope Jc 
XXIII. al 
2. Demand by Protestants and O1 
Americans United for Separat’ 
of Church and State that all X 
man Catholic candidates for 
U. S. presidency and vice-pre 
dency make public stands o 
sues involving their religious rf 
losophies. ; 
3. Gradual emergence in the 
of the “Christian modera 
the continuing struggle ove 
integration of U. S. public 
4. Conviction (but subsequen’ 
quittal) of the Italian B 
Prato on charges of def: 
of character of a Florence 
not married in the Rom: 
olic Church. ; 
5. Fight over policy prohit 
semination of birth « 


et 
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formation to patients 
York City hospitals. 
6. Nomination and elevation of 23 
new princes of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and enlargement of 
the Sacred College of Cardinals. 
1, Public debate precipitated when 
World Order study commission of 
the National Council of Churches 
_ advocated U. S. recognition of 
= Red China. 
3. Temporate discussion of religious 
affiliations of political candidates 
in November U. S. elections. 
. Report of Alcoholism made by 
_the Protestant Episcopal Church’s 
_ study commission in which mod- 
? erate social drinking was not con- 
demned. 
oo of United Presbyterian 
_ Church of North America with 
_ Presbyterian Church in the 
A U.S. A. 
4 glance backward over the 52 


in New 


Ok eh ea ee 
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weeks that constitute history’s record 
of 1958 reveals one story, with a Vati- 
can City dateline, looming higher 
than all the others: The death of Pope 
Pius the XII and the election and coro- 
nation of his successor, Pope John 
the XXIII,” Sutcliffe said. 


“Certainly no change in the Papacy 
has ever drawn the attention of so 
many eyes and ears. Through the 
miracle of wire services, radio net- 
works and telecasts, most of the 
world’s 480-million Roman Catholics 
had front row seats in St. Peter’s 
Square for their ‘Story of the Decade.’ 


NEED FOR WRITERS CITED 
BY LUTHERAN EDUCATOR 


The Rev. Dr. S. White Rhyne, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America’s Board of 
Parish Education, said today that his 
board is urgently in need of writers 


5 


to prepare religious educational ma- 
terial. 


The Board of Parish Education is 
responsible for all educational materi- 
al used in the more than 4,500 ULCA 
congregations in the United States and 
Canada. 

Dr. Rhyne reported that the board 
needs at least 400 writers to prepare 
sufficient adult and children’s Sun- 
day School and other related materials 
for 1959. 

“At this time,” Dr. Rhyne said, “we 
have about 100 writers who are able 
to supply us with useable material.” 

In order to give writers encourage- 
ment, the board plans to conduct a 
writers’ conference next summer. 


“Frankly,” Dr. Rhyne said, “we 
hope to discover some new writers and 
at the same time develop some others 
to the point where we can use more 
of their material.” 


feet Our Future 
astors i in Sudan 


te 


4 By Mrs. Mark Thomsen 
24 


iy 


ae Pastor’s Training School in 
urde, Nigeria are 13 men who 
training for the ministry of the 
wtheran Church of Christ in the 
idan. We would like to have you 
eet these men, learn a little of them 
d pray for them. 
urence was the youngest son of 
a and as a result his father 
‘not want him to leave the family. 
"course school was out of the ques- 
a. Later however, Laurence’s elder 
ther took him to his own house 
dad then gave him his schooling 
led him to the Pastor’s School 
A the Lamurde District. A Fulani 
tried to force Laurence at the 
f 2 to leave his parents and go 
live with him and his household. 
“mother refused to let him take 
Ithough she did not understand 
ulani language. I thank my 
for her bravery and kindness 
e.” : 
‘liam Pella was named “Kusato- 
which means ‘grow very fast.’ 
ras a goat and sheep keeper as 
Je boy. Many times he remem- 
when the neighbors would beat 
when one of his goats would 
their farms. The date of his 
is unknown because his parents 


1. Perhaps William grew very 
t he did not grow to be so 
ll. William’s wife’s name is 


“fas had a very unhappy 
His father had 2 wives and 


Students of Lutheran Pastor’s School, 


Left to right: 

Back row standing: Eli, Judson, Anthony, Robert, Wilberforce, William Pella, 
Japhet. 

Front row sitting: 
Wilson, Laurence, and James. 


he was named ‘“Rajil” which means 
first-born’ in the Islamic language. 
At the age of 3 Rajil and his mother 
left his father. At 6 years he was 
discovered to have leprosy and was 
carried on horseback many miles to 
the leper colony where he was left 
completely alone by his family. The 
woman with whom he stayed accused 
him of being a thief and beat him, 
and gave him very little food. He 
was unable to attend school on dif- 
ferent occasions because of faintness 
from hunger. Even to this day Wilson 
says, “I am having just a big head 
and a small body.” At one time his 


Ibrahim, William “Bekai’, 


Lamurde 


mother came back to him. What joy 
But that 

other woman told her that he would ~ 
not live and sometime during the 


in the young lad’s heart! 


night his mother left him alone again. 
“Even today if I start thinking of all 
my sufferings it causes me to weep.” 


After 4 years he was declared cured» 
and happily he left there, to go on 


to school and finally arrive at the 


Pastor’s School where he is Ist in i 


the class. 
“Bekai” was born in French Equa- 
torial Africa. His parents were pagans 


Christopher, Malam Thomsen, ae 


‘ 
ie 
P 
a 
7 i. a 


and his name means ‘run away from 


the town.’ 


His mother was converted 


6 


to Roman Catholicism but his father 
remained a pagan. Bekai would walk 
to church with the rest of the Chris- 
tian community but his father did not 
approve. One day his father beat him 
with a stick after he came home from 
church. And then came the day that 
Bekai lived up to his name. Arriving 
home from church he saw his father 
with a large club waiting to beat or 
kill him on account of his wanting to 
be a Christian! “Only God knows 
how I escaped from there.” He ran 
away from town. He lived with Arabs 
for 2 years after which he returned 
home but there was no rest for him 
yet. Sometime after baptism and his 
new name of William, he went preach- 
ing to the Pire tribe who were can- 
nibals not too long ago. Taking along 
a toy gun for protection he and an- 
other man entered the village and 
preached to the chief and his people. 
Will the seed sown there bear any 
fruit? 


As a boy Japhet received one riga 
(shirt) a year. He was a herder of 
sheep and goats, too. When that one 
outfit would wear out he would fashion 
garments for himself out of the leath- 
er from his goats. This was when he 
was 10-12 or so. Now Japhet has had 
an education of Standard 7 (our grade 
8) and is in the Pastor’s School learn- 
jing and preaching. He is a powerful 
- preacher and no doubt will be a very 

fine leader of the church in the future. 
_ Japhet and Rachael have 2 daughters. 


¥ Lk aos 
AEs ee eye 


ca, One day James was hunting for 
Se honey-bees in the bush when he was 
a young boy. He and his companions 
saw a leopard running towards them 
and they immediately dropped their 
bows and arrows and ran to their 
village. The leopard escaped the 
% : _townspeople, but ever since then 
<< James says, “I’ve never been to the 
¥ bush for searching the honey bee; I 
just follow the river for catching the 
_ fish.” James and Glory have four 
Bs children. 

ee _ Christopher is one of our 5 single 
_ students. He was the only person 
_ which the Gurum District could send 
to the Pastor’s School. When ap- 
_ proached Christopher said, “I am a 
, boy; I cannot go to Pastor’s School.” 
x The church council reassured him that 
he would be able to do alright, but 
he wasn’t convinced “Then sometime 
my mind was changed . . . God by 
His willing will help me here at 
~ school.” Please pray for Christopher 
ee as he is trying to do his best to serve 
his Lord and people. 

»>*>¥ 
- 


, Bll's wife Grace and their family 


of 4 live at the compound, too. Their 
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little baby was 2 months premature 
but you should see how fat and 
healthy he is now at 8 months! El 
has been bitten by snakes three dif- 
ferent times during his life. But “in 
all this I was saved by the Almighty 
God.” Doesn’t it make you feel humble 
to hear of the faith of these men who 
have been brought up in pagan homes 
for the most of them? God can and 
does work miracles in the hearts of 
men all over the world. Thus the 
power of the Gospel! 


Ibrahim’s father was a village head 
who had 7 wives. His brother ran 
away one day and later came back 
a “changed person in mind, body and 
character.” He had found and accept- 
ed Christ and Christianity and Ibrahim 
wanted it too. First he wanted to join 
the church in order to learn Hausa 
and then to learn how to read and 
write. But he heard the evangelist 
preach of the “good news” and God 
called him. He worked as an evan- 
gelist himself before answering the 
call to Pastor’s School. Hannatu and 
Ibrahim have 5 children. 


Judson learned to be a blacksmith 
with his uncle and one day the chil- 
dren were able to persuade him to 
leave his arrows and spears and come 
to school. In 1948 he joined school 
and had much trouble finding enough 
food. He was a pupil teacher before 
going to Dashen to the preparatory 
school. All the time before this he 
“was praying to God that He would 
show me the work which I should do 
after I left school. God answered my 
prayer. God wants me to be a Church 
Shepherd, and I say ‘yes’ to God.” 
What greater testimony can we find? 


Anthony’s birth date is uncertain, 
but for remembrance he writes it as in 
1937. After his mother died he lived 
in Numan but finally ran back home 
to Mbula District. An evangelist came 
to his: district but no one was con- 
verted. Two years later he returned, 
talking long hours in Anthony’s house. 
Finally he went to church and on 
Christmas Day 1949 repented and later 
joined school and baptism class. When 
the evangelist left for another area 
Anthony took over the work of the 
church. Every Saturday he walked 
11 miles to the home of the evangelist 
to learn and understand Bible truths. 
He was baptized in 1952 and entered 
the school at Dashen. During all the 
school breaks he has continued to 
work in the churches of his district. 
Anthony says, “I am in this school 
now by God’s willing and call.” 


Robert’s father is a small village 


chief who has not had one thin 

do with Robert since he went to. 
for the Baturiya (white wom 
had come to live in Dashen, 
Margaret Nissen. “And from — 
time my father doesn’t care for 
He says, ‘Who is your Mother? B 
riya. Because you left me for — 
Then let her take care of yo 
Robert has never been to school 
learned how to read and writ 
do simple arithmetic from the_ 
gelist. “It must be God’s will 

I am in this call, because only if | 
my own knowledge I would not- 
able to be here because of my la 
of knowledge.” Robert’s wife, Lyd 
teaches our Women’s Class anc 
has helped him in every possible 


Wilberforce’s father had 
daughters and the men who ma 
them sometime did not obey hi 
structions to them. So when this 
boy was born he was named “ 
wegi” which means ‘they do not yb 
me.’ His father died when he 
7 but he remembers seeing 1 
stores of corn, herds of sheep, c 
goats, and horses. His father was w 
to-do and Wilberforce belongs to o 
of the 6 Royal Blood families of t! 
Bachama tribe. One day Europe 
came to his town preaching of ; 
ment and the ever-lasting 
those who do not repent. He f 
no rest after this. “God wi 
condemn me,” he said. “Whe 
put myself to have rest?” In 
found rest as he was among 
the first groups to become 
In 1940 he married a girl - 
wanted to become a Chris 
though many of his family and 
avoided him after his baptism. | 
and Wilberforce have bee oi 
with 7 children. After teach 
working as an evangelist the di 
came when he was faced with tH 
question: “Will you enter the Pasto 
School from the Numan Di: ; 
Both he and his wife spent 
months praying for the right 
God answered “yes.” Wilberfo 
“Although I have a large fa 
mighty God is able to care for 
find the peace which I need 


After three years these n 
be ordained into the minist 
to go back to his own 
preach and help his peo 
ent the Lutheran Chure 
the Sudan has 11 pastors, 
have too much to do ani 
too little pay. Please 
and the young traine 
prayers, 


rvice we confess the Apostles’ Creed. 
t does it mean to you? 


he way we confess it may have 
reaching consequences. I knew 
man whose whole life was changed 
he heard a congregation confess 
e Creed. 
“While I was standing in the pulpit 
a little rural church I noted a vis- 
x who apparently listened most at- 
ntively. After the service I invited 
home for dinner. 
fs we sat at the table he soon began 
tell about himself: “I was raised 
urope and my ten children were 
irmed in the Lutheran church, but 
i0 pastor ever called on me and I 
(om went to church for I did not 
ve in Christianity. When I came 
anada a pastor was very kind to 
and I also met a few persons who 
ssed me as true Christians. But 
to myself: If Christianity really 
ue it must have more sincere fol- 
I made up my mind that I 
d not believe before I found at 
ast thirty genuine Christians in one 
Now I ask for no further evi- 
The way the congregation this 
ning confessed the Creed has con- 
| me of the truth of Christian- 


fie who so long had doubted did 
; ask for further proof. He had 
e to the point which the doubting 
e reached when he no longer 
i to put his hand into the side 
ist but fell at His feet with 
ble and yet jubilant confession: 
Lord and my God.” 


t do you think would have hap- 
if this doubter had listened to 
mfessing of the Creed in your 
last Sunday morning? 


ips all of us should be far 
ateful to God for this Creed 


t, did not merely repeat but 

each day. 

Apostles’ Creed is by far the 

opular summary of the Chris- 

aith ever made within so brief 

(It is beautifully explained 
ther with a wealth of thought 


child, and fresh and rich to 
undest Christian scholar, who, 


That is not the fact, but Christ 
stated clearly that He had many things 
to tell them for which they were not 
yet ready but which the Holy Spirit 
would teach them later. 


We may therefore firmly believe 
that the Apostles’ Creed has come 
into existence under the guidance of 
the Spirit, and that it truly deserves 
the name “the Apostles’ Creed,” be- 
cause it has condensed what the A- 
postles taught, yea, what Christ Him- 
self said, although He had not formu- 
lated it exactly in the words we now 
have. But all the expressions in the 
Creed are in perfect harmony with 
the N. T. and are often identical with 
the phrases which are recorded in the 
Scriptures. 


The most likely explanation of the 
origin of the Creed is that it grew 
out of the last will and testament of 
Jesus Christ: “Make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.” 

It is quite probable that during the 
earliest years the candidate for bap- 
tism was asked only these questions:, 


Do you believe in God? 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
Do you believe in the Holy Ghost? 


But during the second century con- 
flict with Gnosticism and other false 
beliefs which in many ways resemble 
the so called Christian Science of 
modern times, certain words were 
added. 


Many scholars hold that by 225 A.D. « 


the questions probably were: 


Do you believe in God the Father 
Almighty? 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, having been 
born and having suffered? 

Do you believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy Church, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the 
flesh? 


One of the reasons why we have 
no exact information about how the 
Apostles’ Creed originated and de- 
veloped is that the early Church con- 
sidered parts of its heritage so sacred 
that she kept them from the knowledge 
of non-Christians and for a long time 
refused to commit them to writing. 
When people were instructed for bap- 
tism they were given the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Baptismal Formula 
(or the Creed) only very shortly be- 
fore they were to receive the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Baptism. Then finally 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed were 
given orally to them and memorized 
by them. 


i 


An address by Dr. Paul C. Nyholm, 
professor at Trinity Seminary, Du- 
buque, Iowa. 


ee 


This is the Creed upon which you 
and your forefathers were baptized, 
and it is the Creed that so well sum- 
marizes the fundamental doctrines of 
our Christian Faith that it is used by 
nearly all Christians, Catholics as well 
as Protestants. 


It has served as an excellent means 
for catechetical use, preparing people 
for baptism and confirmation. It has 
also been an important liturgical part 
of our worship binding us together 
in prayerful confession of our com- 
mon faith. It has likewise been a val- 
uable doctrinal expression to help 
clarify our definition of what Chris- 
tians believe. 


We cannot claim that the Apostles’ 
Creed is so complete that we have no ra 
need of other creeds. It does not. says 
anything about the Sacraments or the = 
Word of God and it does not attempt — = 
to give any explanation of the atone- : 
ment. = 


But it has its strength in its sim-_ 
plicity and in its concentration on 4 
fundamental historic facts. When we =e 
do not simply repeat it, but pray it, < 
as Luther did, it becomes to us ‘like a 
a stream of lifegiving water. At its ft s 
shores a little child may delight by — 
wading in the water, but in the midst a 
of the current even the profoundest 
scholar is unable to reach the bottom. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit — 
we constantly see new riches in the 
Creed and the old familiar truths we i 
confess become more meaningful and ee 
precious to us. 


Few men in history have written so _ 
much as Luther did. But most Lu- 
ther students are agreed that the fin- 
est thing he ever wrote was his expla- x 
nation of the Apostles’ Creed. It mean’ 2 


as his personal confession, as an- ex- - 
pression of nema he had a acre 


instance when he said, “Who "hed re- 
deemed me a lost and condemneca x. 
creature, purchased and won me from ae 


power of the devil.” 


The more personal your Chvistigns re 
faith is, the more precious it becomes. ‘~ra 
Christ redeems the individual and 
sets him free. But the Creed goes pe. 
much farther than this. It also states: a 3 
(Continued on page x 
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Ministers’ Uniforms 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sir: 

The other day I heard expressed for the first time an idea which 
has apparently been discussed before, here and there, amongst min- 
isters. I have been thinking about it. My own mind is not made up, 
yet, but there are always many people who react immediately to 
ideas like that and feel quite qualified to present views on a subject, 
having “carefully” considered it for about 30 seconds. People who 
voice opinions so quickly and so freely have a fifty-fifty chance of 
being wrong, and therefore also a fifty-fifty chance of being right. 


But lest I be side-tracked into a subject which I should really 
discuss in a later letter to you, Sir, I will state the idea. I think 
it might be interesting, though, if some of the quick-witted, 30-second 
folks would write the editor of A. L. their views on this idea. Perhaps 
you will want to editorialize on the replies, if any. 


The idea is: a clerical garb styled especially for protestant min- 
isters! 


Now, I have not yet heard anyone say much about this. In fact, 
all I have heard is one man’s view. So I think I will state a few pros 
and cons that occur to me as I sit at my typewriter thinking about 
this idea. 


A distinctively protestant clerical garb! 


Pros:— 


1. Ministers who feel they should wear clerical garb from time 


-to time or all the time, would not then be identified in the public 


eye with Roman priests. This is a pro argument, for no evangelical 
wants to be so identified. Some ministers, like myself, are tired of 
having people say, “Hello, Father.” 


2. While I do not feel that clergy should feel compelled to. wear 
clerical garb all of the time, there are times when the wearing of 
clerics is desirable. I think this is particularly true! 


A. Under vestments worn at church services. One of my pet 
peeves is a colored necktie peering out from under a cassock 
and surplice with stole. Let’s have no brown shoes and multi- 
colored socks either. Wearing a colored necktie or brown 
shoes with vestments is ngt faithlessness, of course, it just 
looks stupid. 

B. At weddings, funerals, private baptisms. Sometimes also 
when calling at hospitals—although this is not always neces- 


sary. 
C. Clerical garb should NEVER be worn to gain worldly ad- 
vantage or diffidence from the public. 


3. Other pros could be mentioned. 


Cons:— 


1. Some protestants object that the clergy has no reason what- 
soever to wear a “uniform.” Our functions need no help from clothes. 


2. Uniformity is not necessarily an advantage, although the pres- 
ent type of clerical garb does create a certain uniformity and does 
identify protestants with Romans. 


_ 8. Some pastors will wear no clerics at all, and just want to dre 
as ordinary men, for they feel that that is what they are. True, ¥ 


tee pore oer om not mS ge pg la be with Romans when 
Oo wear elr clerics, because the igh- i 
bie th iting y are very high-church in 


Well, Sir, what do your readers think? P 
the pros. y D. ersonally I lean toward 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry 


January 5, 1959 
(Continued from page 7) 


that the Holy Spirit unites Christi 
No true communion of the saints cal 
exist between people who do not liv 
in fellowship with God. 4 

Zero plus zero adds up to zero only 
A thousand times zero is still zer 


= 


only. = 


But where there are individual. 
who have been redeemed by Christ 
the Holy Spirit may unite them it 
the Communion of Saints, in the 
Christian Church. a 


This Church is such a reality tha 
the confession by lips and by live: 
of Christians may help an unbelieve 
and a doubter to be changed into : 
new creature in Christ. 


I met a man whom I had once knoy 
intimately but an ocean had separate: 
us for many years. I knew that hi 
once lost his childhood faith. Now 
asked him point blank about his re 
lation to God. After a little hesitatio: 
he said: I have come back to Go 
Perhaps it happened in a rather © 
usual way. I started with the 
article in the Creed. I came to t 
conviction that the Christian Chure;} 
is a reality, and then I was led to a 
cept also the second and the firs 
article. j 


Whether we confess the Creed f p 
the end or from the beginning is no 
important. It may be done either w 


But the normal thing is probably t 
begin with a childlike faith in 
the Father, then come to fai 
Christ the Savior and finally be u 
in intimate fellowship with of! 
Christians who confess the Creed, 
cluding of course the third article. 


Normally the last part of the Crees 
should be a glorious climax. & 


The final phrase: “I believe in thi 
eternal life” (or the life everlasting 
is not only something we believe 
and look forward to but something w 
have now and live in, for Jesus said 
“And this is eternal life, that th 
know thee the only true God, 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, 


An old inscription on a pap? 
found in the sands of Egypt ; 
“Thou hast not yet found Me 
Thou are continually seeking 
The Apostles’ Creed is like a ¢ 
ring, a circle without beginr 


cover new riches. It is the 
product and the final expres 
great Christian experiences. | 
earth we can never fully exp! 
but : is a precious treasure 
may help us to live icher 
Christ. 2 ihe 
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A BALANCED CHRISTIAN CURRICULUM 
(Continued from page 1) 


Theology All-important 

These tasks are so involved that we shall in our cur- 
icular materials have to depend much more upon theo- 
ogians than we have in the past. The new Presbyterian 
inday school curriculum has textbooks written by Paul 
Ainear, James D. Smart, and Alan Richardson. (These 
hen are to theology what Ted Williams, Mickey Mantle, 
nd Casey Stengel are to baseball!) Materials from the 
lens of such men, carefully adjusted to age groups by 
ducators, do not offer pablum where steak is in order. 
-How do we fare in this area? Some congregations, 
Inder the guidance of a concerned shepherd, have made 
teroic efforts to offer more than “Sunday school syrup” 
m their educational agencies. Others always avoid mate- 
jals that are difficult. I wish that every one of our mem- 
ers, and especially our teachers, could study a recent 
toon which depicts two boys building a complicated 
assile. As a school bell rings in the background, one 
ad says to the other, “Let’s go back and play with our 
locks again.” 
T ere is a certain “hardness” to the Christian faith which 
Is easy to surrender, even when public education is de- 
ined to put on a “crash” program. Editors of church- 
00] literature and parish education leaders ought to be 
meouraged to produce curricular materials which have 
heological stature and which challenge us to the limit. 
teally, this makes Christian education a decision of faith, 
neglect of learning becomes crass unbelief. 


SS - 
a Let the Bible Speak 

ay don’t we read the Bible more? I wish I knew 
wer, for the question is a haunting one. I suspect 


re are three reasons: 
i. Because we were taught some portions of the Bible 
efore we could grasp them. That created a psychological 
Jock ever after, and we simply assumed that we could 
pe: understand them. 
. Another is that we seldom learn to face it realistical- 
if we had to protect the Bible through our interpre- 
at And so it really does not speak to me. And if it 
70es not speak to me, then it is not my Bible. After 15 
ears in Sunday school we still find ourselves unable to 
the Bible with understanding because we have not 
ned to let it speak for itself and say what it will. In 
it is a rather dry book because I may have learned 


to be good and to spread the American way of life. 
hing on God’s earth is dulier than moralizing; it’s 
putting blotting paper in your mouth. Such teaching 
_Teally to the point either, for it answers all the ques- 
that nobody asks and fails to answer those questions 
ch bother people. 
"3. The third reason is that we American Protestants 
ave come to believe that God is revealed everywhere— 
nature, through our conscience, through good people. 
saving knowledge comes only through His revelation. 
Bible is absolutely unique, and what it offers cannot 
und elsewhere. But once I have found God in Christ, 
everything in the world speaks to me about Him. 
nce, if I may predict, it would be to the effect that 
he near future we shall see an excitingly new interest 
ult education. Boards of parish education will furnish 
ials that require concentration and growth. It may 


five without first taking courses one to four. 
not suggesting that we publish materials for giraffes 
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(gay THE WEEK AT DANA: 


your midcontinent college 


I959 Touring Choir Roster 


David Andersen 
Pat Andersen 
Richard Bock 
Dean Brockhoff 
Loreli Burgdorf 
Sharol Crandall 
Geraldine Christensen 
Gary Davis 
Wendell Hendricksen 
Isaac Jenkins 
Andrew Jensen 
Karen Jensen 
Kenneth Jensen 
Ivan Johansen 
Carol Johnson 
Everett Johnson 
Judith Johnson 
Ronald Johnson 
Larry Jorgensen 
Melba Junker 
Gail Koldenborg 
Ruth Kramer 
Carol Larsen 
David Larsen 
Ernest Larsen 
Carol Madsen 
Gerald Martin 
Eugene Menninga 
Mary Moseman 
Alice Nelson 
Elliott Nielsen 
Margaret Nielsen 
Shirley Nielsen 
James Olson 
Paul Olson 
Norma Parde 
Leroy Pedersen 
Carol Petersen 
Donna Petersen 
Duane Petersen 
Noel Petersen 
Patricia Petersen 
Paul Petersen 
Doris Siersbeck 
Carol Sorensen 
Camilla Watt 


Gary Weldon 
Joanne West 


Greenville, Michigan 
Ferndale, California 
Papillion, Nebraska 
Fairview, Kansas 
Segundo, California 
Laurel, Nebraska 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Blair, Nebraska 

Royal, Iowa 

Omaha, Nebraska 
Westbrook, Maine 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Atlantic, lowa 
Redwood City, California 
Los Angeles, California 
Ute, Iowa 
Albion, Nebraska 
Minden, Nebraska 
Papillion, Nebraska 
Chicago, Illinois 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Newman Grove, Nebraska — 
Omaha, Nebraska ' z; 
Underwood, Iowa sa! 
Underwood, Iowa 

Kenmare, North Dakota 
Underwood, Iowa pe 
Sterling, Nebraska ; “ 
Pender, Nebraska ?. 
Beresford, South Dakota , a 
Minden, Nebraska Oy ie 


Albert Lea, Minnesota 
Cedar Falls, Iowa oe 
Chicago, Illinois > “am * 
Storm Lake, Iowa a 


Crab Orchard, Nebraska _ 3 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin ve 


Graettinger, Iowa MG 
Little Sioux, Iowa re 
Little Sioux, Iowa “i 
Oregon, Wisconsin : 
Oregon, Wisconsin = or 
Oregon, Wisconsin ay 
Indianapolis, Indiana af 
Irene, South Dakota é hy 
Buffalo, Wyoming ‘ae 
Mondamin, Iowa » ee 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
- h-? oy 
so 
: Loe 


"gale Sree cope 


1b: THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE John w. Niclson, Editor 


1958 Leadership Award Winners 


are eligible for consideration by the Church (¢ Com 5 | 
mittee. ; | 


B. “The Scholarships are available to boys and g 
of Lutheran faith who have shown leaders 
qualities and are members of the 4-H Clubs _ 
who have met the advanced requirements — for 
least one agricultural or homemaking proj x 
namely, The Home, Livestock Production, (¢ 
Production, Mechanical Projects, or any & 
Projects. Selection of representatives of other 
theran Youth groups may also be made. 
persons are eligible for consideration by at 
Church Committee. i 


enrollment in a Lutheran college for ady 
study. 


D. “The application blank on the following 
must be answered completely and then reti 
to the Lutheran Church Body» with whicl 
student applicant is affiliated. The Church 
mittee or Board in charge of their Youth P 
will consider the applications and make the 
tions and report to the Lutheran sisi 2 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


; KE. “Following this procedure, a Scholarship | cout 
Since 1956 Luthern Brotherhood has offered two cate will be issued by the Lutheran Brother t 


2 Sorensen of Irene, South Dakota, and Mary Joan 
Nielsen, Blair, Nebraska. They received the awards 


iy, _ lw ttheran Youth Leadership awards annually to youth to the nominee which will entitle the winn 
of our Synod. High School students who wish to apply a Scholarship valued at $150, provided tha 
for the Award should request an application blank from recipient enrolls in a Lutheran college y 
a the Youth Office, Route 1, Blair, Nebr., have it filled period of three years ending Septembalal 0 
% out and returned to the yah Office on or before April lowing the date of its issue. The recipient 
rst, Nominees for the Award are selected by the Dana select the Lutheran college which he or she 
College Scholarship Committee and the President and to attend, and upon the certification of enrol 
Ben. Director of the Synodical Luther League. from the registrar, the Award will be paid 
‘The following paragraphs are quoted from the applica- college for the credit of the student. Whe a 
eS ion form. sible the Scholarship Certificate will be pr 
A. “The Scholarships are available to a Boy Scout or ede Fe ace by a a taint of the I 
sate lakiy of Lutheran faith who has attained to ee grag ‘4 ae 


_ First Class or higher rank as a Boy Scout, or The Youth D : 
Be epartment of our Church - 
__ equivalent Explorer rank, and who has been grant- the Lutheran Brotherhood for assisting — oe or 
eat ed the Pro Deo et Patria Award. Such persons youth of our church in Obtaining) highe gher edu ae 


ee ee 


ee 
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When-they* <3.555.,.. it, they made known the 
saying 


. Anger 
. Sheep 


. Quirinius was governor of 


oe 13. G0, 60079 ete ee 


. Jesus died for 


o 0, 6 a wid 6 a gs ere 


HU Sa ae eae of the Lord appeared 
=Ayod- Sent his-only =....4..%... son 
. Reclined 

Ehe Wellse. Eso ks on Christmas 
se dwet USM cre Gea Bek oc 


Dab ere m Oleg «pre 


. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising F 


a @ 601 BUG ene one ¥_e. 


. Jesus’ royal ancestor 


. Did Herod want to worship Jesus? 

. American city : 

. A multitude of the heavenly ............ 3 
. There was no place for them in the ............ 5 Zz. 
. Let us go to Bethlehem and ............ this thin 3 


. A sea crossed by Jesus’ ancestors 


see eee eee eae 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


GO “FORWARD WITH CHRIST” IN 1959 


FEBRUARY 1ST IS SYNODICAL YOUTH SUN-- 
DAY. ORDER MATERIALS EARLY. = 


JANUARY THEME: “WITH CHRIST TO NEW 
HORIZONS.” : 


PLAN YOUR SUMMER LEAGUE petits 
NOW! PLAN TO ATTEND: : 


Your Synodical Luther League Convention We 
Dana College, Blair, piefegee August 27-30. 


PRAY FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE AND BLESSING ON: ee 
YOUR LEAGUE. eles 


PRAY FOR YOUR PASTOR, YOUR COUNSELORS, 
YOUR OFFICERS. : 


PRAY FOR YOUR DISTRICT AND SYNODICAL ; ; 
OFFICERS. 


PRAY FOR YOUR YOUTH DIRECTOR. 


USE “THE UNITING WORD” FOR YOUR DAILY 
DEVOTIONS. : 
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A NEW LOOK AT 
OLD COOKBOOKS 
By J. Ollie Edmunds 
There are as many students attend- 
ing our colleges today as there were 
people in all of the American colonies 
at the time our nation was estab- 
lished. Three million men, women 
and children lived here at the time 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
- That many students are now on our 
% college campuses. 

Many of the men who fashioned 
oat our freedom enjoyed educational op- 
_ portunities which encouraged their fel- 
low citizens to look to them for lead- 
ership. For the most part, Latin, 
_ Greek, Philosophy, Mathematics, His- 
d tory, Literature and Natural Sciences 
_ furnished their background. But there 

was more to their education. Some- 
! how they acquired character, ideals, 
a and a sense of personal responibility 

_ —spiritual backbone! 

_ One wonders how the 3,000,000 
- young Americans in college today 

_ would stack up beside their forefath- 
_ ers—how much “spiritual backbone” 
at they are developing. In 1776, there 
were no arguments over the precise 
boundaries of the various courses, no 
_ debates about the relative merits of 
_ cultural education vs. “practical” edu- 
_ cation, no quibbling concerning the 
; propriety of offering religious train- 
one. Teachers taught students, rather 
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I will arise and to my Father go; 
This very hour the journey is begun. 
I start to reach the blissful goal, and, lo, 
My spirit at one bound her race has run. 
For seeking God and finding him are one. 
He feeds the rillets that towards him flow. 
It is the Father who first seeks the son, 
And moves all heavenward movement, swift or slow. 
I dare not pride myself on finding him. 
I dare not dream a single step was mine. 
His was the vigour in the palsied limb— 
His the electric fire along the line— 
When drowning, his the untaught power to swim, 
Float o’er the surge, and grasp the rock divine. 


than subjects! 


of 
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| Will Arise... 


By John C. Earle 
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For them, the proof 
the pudding was in the pudding 


itself. Perhaps it is. time we took a 
fresh look at the old cookbooks. 
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. Be diligent; 


—Whatsoever Things 


JOHN WESLEY’S 12 RULES 
FOR HIS HELPERS 


. Believe evil of no one, and put the 


best construction on everything. 


. Speak evil of no one; keep your 


thoughts to yourself till you come 
to the person concerned. 


. If you see what you think wrong 


in a person, tell him plainly. 


. Be serious; let your motto be “Holi- 


ness to the Lord.” Avoid all light- 
ness, jesting and foolish talking. 
never while away 
time, nor spend more time at one 
place than is necessary. 


. Converse sparingly and cautiously 


with the opposite sex. 


. Beware of all affection, and preach 


the gospel as the servant of all. 


. You have nothing to do but to 


save souls; therefore spend and be 
spent in the work. 


. Be punctual; do everything at the 


time. 

Be ashamed of nothing, but sin; 
not of cleaning your own boots 
or your neighbour’s or such things. 
Act in all things not according to 
your own will. Employ your time 
according to your profession, in 


preaching, visiting, reading, medi- 
tating and prayer. _ — 
12. Speak as earnestly as you can, but 
do not scream. Preach with a 
modulated voice. i 

4 


A FULL VIEW : 
“And Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 
5:24). , ; 
An old Scotch shepherd was near- 
ing his end. A very kind-hearted 
neighbor came to see him, who was 
anxious to know the state of his mind. 
“Donald,” said he, “hae ye a glimpse 
o’ His face noo?” “Gang away, mon,” 
said Donald, “I’ll hae none o’ yo 
glimpses. I hae had a fu’ view 0’ 
blessed face these forty years. Why 
should I be contented wi’ a glimpse?” 
And Donald was right. 
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THE BEST IS NEXT 
Some one asked Thorwaldsen, ' 
noted Danish sculptor, “Which is your 
greatest statue?” 
He promptly replied, 
one!” * 
Whenever a man looks back to som 
achievement of the past as his great-. 
est, he is admittedly on the decline. 
He has passed his zenith and is m: 
ing toward the setting sun of h 
career. | 
The preacher who has had his best! 
year in the ministry is on the ton 


“The next 


He who lacks the determination + 
make this year the best he has ev 
had is in the afternoon of lif 
achievements. The Christian who has: 
ever had a better experience than he: 
has now is a backslider. “The path: 
of the just is as a shinging light, that? 
shineth more and more unto the per-- 
fect day.” . 
While physically life may have its: 
morning, noon, and afternoon, yet the: 
Christian’s star is ever in the ascend-- 
ancy. His zenith lies beyond the hori-. 
zon of his life. The minister of the 


q 
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pointment list, to make as many pas-: 
toral calls, but the richness of his min- 
istry should ever increase until 

life fades out like the soaring e¢ 
in the deep blue of heaven. 


Little Mary: “I don’t think Me 
knows much about bringing up 
dren.” a 


Father: “Why, Mary, what make: 
you say that?” my x: 


Mary: “Well, she makes me go tot 
bed when I.am wide awake ; 
makes me get up when I’m 

ae 
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A BALANCED CHRISTIAN 
CURRICULUM 

x (Continued from page 9) 

that no adult can ever say, “I am be- 
yond this.” When 20 million American 
adults enroll voluntarily in adult 
classes, often to study Plato and Aris- 
totle, we ought to be done with a 
juvenile, purposeless approach in our 
adult work. Stalin went to Sunday 
school in his youth and later main- 
tained that religion was for children. 
And John Dewey grew up in church, 
even taught Sunday school, only to 
reject it all and say that Christianity 
belongs to the infancy of human 


ave 200 adults in church school than 
00 children (best, of course, to have 


all), for if we have the adults we have 
the children also. How much respon- 


and then fall into the error depicted 
by Seward Hiltner, “Like the man 
vho believes he has covered the sub- 


end to think we have covered the 
23 nily by being for it.” 
Tt Christian education is limited to 
hour on Sunday, then we are 
icked for sure. (We ought to be 
grateful that the ALC has the singu- 
Jar distinction of having materials a- 
vailable for parents’ classes and for 
ne home.) If only we would take 
peek at history to learn that civili- 
ions rise and fall to the degree in 
nich the sanctity of the home is 
lized. 
_ Take History More Seriously 
If only we would study history! I 
mk we will. At the beginning I 
ntioned Horace Bushnell and Jona- 
n Edwards. They have much to tell 
concerning current evangelistic 
npaigns. To ignore them and many 
thers is to ignore the Holy Spirit’s 
ork of the last nineteen centuries. 
act, if we divorce the Bible from 
h history, then the Scriptures 
no longer understandable. 
eginnings have been made in this 
a such as the ELC’s excellent March 


usly our history. I love my 
er because I know what she has 


uccessor_ to N. T. Lund Co. 


gotetr, Nebraska ; 
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done for me, and I love my church 
if I know her glorious history. How 
could one, for instance, understand 
justification by faith without some 
knowledge of the Reformation? If pas- 
tors spend many hours studying 
church history in the seminary, then 
why not our ministers in the univer- 
sal priesthood, that is, our laymen? 

As with anything new, there will 
be objections (though many of our 
catechisms already offer a brief his- 
tory of the church). Some will say 
this is not really teaching the Bible. 
But church history is the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is 
God. A church that does not know its 
history is like a man who has lost his 
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memory. Without this historical con- 
nection Bible stories become fairy 
tales. 

Others may ask: 
church history? Our teachers don’t 
know it either.” But our teachers 
can read, and most of them are willing 
to learn. And their teaching of any 
portion of Scripture will be more 
authentic and timely if they have 
learned to know the bright and the 
dark pages of church history. Whence 
come all these “nice”? people who live 
within the shadow of our churches 
but who have decided not to come 
because the churches are so human? 
In all of history, even New Testament 

(Continued on page 15) 


“Who can teach 


INCOME. ing SHIPS 


The sooner a person discovers that ships seldom come in 
unless they are first put out to sea, the sooner he will get 


down to the practical business of safe, regular saving for 
the independence he wants to be sure of in the later years 


of life. 


Preparing for retirement means planning well in advance. 
A Lutheran Mutual representative will be happy to help 
you plan a sound retirement program. 


Lutheran Mutual | 


Write for free folder 
"Whose Money Will 
You Use For Retire- 

ment?" 
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BOLD WHITE STRANGER—Florence E. Beausay 


Teen-agers will enjoy this exciting adventure 
story of life in the back country of Alaska. 
They'll meet Hans and Peter Termote, teen-age 
sons of a lay missionary’*to the Eskimos. They’ll 
join the boys as they learn about living on this 
far northern frontier. 

the snow behind a team of “Huskies”; they’!l 
know the thrill of shooting their first giant bear; 
they'll shiver at the sight of the ferocious “bold 
white stranger,” gaunt and seemingly indestruct- 
‘ible white timber wolf; they’ll joyously join in 
_ at the salmon run. These are just a few of the 
<n adventures in store for eager young readers in 
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EVANGELISM 
FOR = 
TEEN-AGERS 
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They'll fly along over 
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EVANGELISM FOR TEEN-AGERS 
—Howard W. Ellis 


A how-to book on youth-to-youth evangelism, 
directed. to high-school-age young people and 
their adult counselors. 

After analyzing the hopeful as well as alarm- 


ing features of the youth scene today, the author 


shows how young people can be challenged to 
begin with their “in” group, strengthen the 
youth fellowship, and then with a new concern 
reach out to bring in teen-agers not now being 
reached by the church. 

The techniques of the “witness mission” are 
explained, and helpful suggestions are given for 
developing a year-around program. There is 
considerable illustrative material. 


PICEA ys Ohi een ae $1.00; 
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Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska 
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HOW DO YOU DO?—Edward Kuhimann 


The word which the title and the book sta 
is You. The question is, “How do you 2" 
There are sixty human interest chats. The storie 
that the author tells, his applications, his | com 
ments, his philosophy, are all meant to ent em 
tain and inspire you. The themes are catc 
“Majoring in Minors,” “Please Pass the Forget 
“Ani-mules,” “Does Your Religion Play?” 
book will be appreciated as a gift, too. 3 
will enjoy every page. “= 
$2.00; Postage 1 


SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY—Elisabeth Yate 


“He is no Fool who gives what he cannot - kee? 
to gain what he cannot lose.” So wrote Jin 
Elliot at age 21, sweating over Greek roots an¢ 
epistemology at Wheaton College. 

“Seven years later,” writes his widow, “he an 
four other young men . . sat together on . 
strip of white sand on the Curaray River, dees 
in Ecuador’s rain forest, waiting for the arrives 
of a group of men whom they loved, but | 
never met, the savage stone-age killers, 
known to all the world as Aucas.” © 

The details of their martyrdom are by nov 
well known in one of the great missionary stories 
of modern times. But this book goes deeper. 
it exposes the very roots of what makes a mar 
at the threshold of life commit his very bein: 
to a God whom he felt, even then, would cali 
him out to unexpected death at any time. — 
PIGS Tce e Satie ein eure $3.75; Postage 19¢ 
THE STORY OF THE CHURCH 

—Walter Russell Bowie 


Writing chronologically, Dr. Bowie moves 4 E 
scene to vivid scene of the colorful panoran 4 
bringing the heroes of the Church to life anc 
showing the spirit of Christianity that ne en. 
dured through the centuries. Nie 


Briceey., o\Sced weeda koe $2.95; 


YOUTH’S COURTSHIP PROBLEMS — =: 
—Alfred L. Murray le. | 
a | 


“This book will be helpful to young | 
It will be helpful also to adult cou 
youth .. . It is strong in that it does ne 
young people nor deal with the prob 
cussed in an emotional way. Instead, © aul 
seeks to help young people understand tt } 


plications of various possible ane 
and to evaluate them. . .” 


ct 


